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Greetings!Greetings!

February 2nd is World Wetlands Day. Langley is fortunate to have ample
wetland habitats throughout the region. Wetlands are vital ecosystems
that provide biodiversity, stream water filtration, habitat for migrating
birds, waterfowl, salmon and wildlife, and a natural safeguard against
extreme weather events. Wetlands act as a natural sponge, absorbing
and storing excess rainfall and reducing flooding. During the dry season,
they release the stored water, delaying the onset of droughts and
reducing water shortages. Langley also has areas of peat bog, which
play an important role in mitigating the effects of climate change, since
peatlands store more than twice as much carbon as all of the world's
forests combined.
 

And, February 2nd is also Groundhog Day! Kind of a silly holiday where
we rely upon small rodents to predict the coming of spring, although
based on ancient celebrations of the midpoint between the winter
solstice and the spring equinox. 
 
Historically, the beginning of February was a time for celebrating the
coming spring, fertility, and rebirth. As animals began to get ready for
birthing and farmers prepared for the growing season, people developed
elaborate rituals to secure a fruitful spring. People believed that ground-
dwelling animals could predict coming weather, so when animals came
out of their burrows and caves to sniff the air to determine the forecast,
it was an omen of gloom if they cast a shadow. No shadow indicated
that winter was waning.
 
After having a stretch of 'actual' winter here on the West Coast, we
now impatiently await these coming signs of spring. But, whatever the
Groundhog says, take plenty of opportunity to get outside and enjoy
the wetlands of Langley!
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Mackenzie Irwin

Mackenzie is a recent
graduate of the Natural

Resource Science
program at Thompson

Rivers University, and has
been employed with LEPS
since September 2016,
lending her assistance to

the LEPS Agriculture
Program as part of the
Agricultural Youth Green
Jobs Initiative, funded by
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada. Mackenzie has

been busy restoring
streamside areas on

agricultural lands,
assisting with children's
agriculture awareness

workshops, and working
to refresh and promote

the ManureLink program.

Thanks for all your hard
work, Mackenzie!
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Faces of LEPS

Manure Link
LEPS is excited to announce the launch of the
new and improved ManureLink website!

ManureLink offers advice on manure
composting, a guide for how to build your  
own composting system, and provides insight
on issues associated with manure and pasture
management. The site also offers the
ManureLink service, which connects local
manure producers with gardeners and
landscapers to provide them with a free,
natural fertilizer and soil amendment! 

The Manure Maven network, which is a
collection of knowledgeable members of the equine or agrology
industry, can also be found on the site and contacted for additional
information or concerns. We are always looking to expand the network
and are currently seeking representatives from the Kootenay-Rockies
and Northwest Coast regions of BC.

It will be accessible in early February at www.manurelink.com, just in
time for the spring season.

Funding for this project provided by the Investment Agriculture
Foundation

LEPS Pub Night
Have a night out in support of LEPS
and the Green Ideas Network. Family
friendly, kids welcome. Show your
support of environmental action and
awareness in Langley!
 
Ticket includes an artisan Match
burger, fries and a craft beer
(vegetarian burger option
available). 

Event includes mingling with like-minded environmentally conscious
Langley residents, a silent auction with items donated by eco-friendly
Langley businesses, and entertainment.
 
* 5-6pm Happy Hour (Appy and Drink Specials) * 6:30pm Dinner * 7-
8pm Entertainment *
 
Tickets can be purchased in person from the LEPS office for $20, at
Green Wednesdays at Kwantlen, or online for $21.70. 

Check out the event on Facebook!

Back into the Field 
In February, the LEPS Restoration Crew is back in the field, and looking
for volunteers to help with restoration work along the Salmon River and
West Creek!

If you would like to get some hands on experience restoring the natural

Quick Links

LEPS  Contac tsLEPS  Contac ts
Related Topic sRelated Topic s

More On UsMore On Us

http://www.manurelink.com/
https://leps-gin-burger-beer.eventbrite.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/events/943423502456809/
http://www.leps.bc.ca/contact/
http://www.leps.bc.ca
http://www.leps.bc.ca
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103849956905


environment of our local salmon
streams, come help out with
invasive plant removal and tree
planting. 

To schedule your volunteer day,
please email Carly at
conservation@leps.bc.ca

Thank you to our funders,
Environment Canada, Fisheries and
Oceans Canada and the Pacific Salmon Foundation

Save the Date! Salmon Friendly Gardens
Seminar

Join us this year for "Gardening in a
Changing Climate".

We will have three knowledgeable
speakers on this years theme:

Linda Gilkeson, 'Resilient Gardens';
David Catzel, 'Seed Breeding'; and 
David Clements, 'New Weeds' in the

Garden

Also, be sure to learn something new from the informative displays,
enjoy light refreshments, and enter to win gardening prizes! Garden
books and local seeds will be available for sale - cash only.

WHEN: March 11, 2017 10am-1:30pm
WHERE: Township of Langley Civic Facility, 20338 65 Ave

Event is free but RSVP is required. Register here.  

Hosted in conjunction with the Township of Langley Grow Healthy Grow
Smart program

Ready, Set, Grow! Spring Break Farm Camps 2017 

LEPS, Laurica Farm and Fraser Common Farm Co-op are teaming up to
offer a week of wholesome, wi-fi free, outdoor fun and learning. 

Spring Break Farm Camps will take place on two south Aldergrove
organic farms for 2 weeks, March 13-17 and March 20-24.

Children aged 4-12 will have fun doing a variety of experiential eco-
based activities, interacting with farm animals, learning about
beekeeping, weeding and planting their very own farm patch, nature
exploration, arts and crafts, and much more. 

Campers will be grouped into similar age categories and activities will
be tailored accordingly.

mailto:conservation@leps.bc.ca
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/salmon-friendly-gardens-seminar-tickets-31135708743


Register here or for more information, contact outreach@leps.bc.ca or
604.546.0338

Sincerely, 

Langley Environmental Partners Society

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ready-set-grow-spring-break-farm-camps-tickets-31428155459?aff=ehomecard
mailto:outreach@leps.bc.ca

