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Happy August!

As we move into the heat of the summer, it's all about the abundance
of the harvest.

Join us August 2 at the Langley Community Farmers Market for
Langley Eats Local, a special event celebrating the food-tastic
agricultural lands that surround us. 

Then get out your pruning shears and rescue some native plants from
the clutches of blackberry as you harvest the fruit to bake into an entry
into the blackberry bake off at the Langley Demonstration Garden on
August 17.

Have an overabundance of fruit on your fruit trees or unable to harvest
yourself? Contact the Community Harvest Program! Too many
zucchini? Donate to the Plant a Row Grow a Row program. These
projects distribute food to those in need in our Community.

Enjoy the rest of the garden season!
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The Faces of LEPS

  
Summer Eco Crew

The Eco Crew this
summer consists of two

university students -
Ainsley and Nicole, and

three high school
students - Evan, Sophia

and Rohan. The Eco Crew
has been busy at Brydon

Lagoon pulling
Himalayan Blackberry.

The next site that the Eco
Crew will tackle is
Sendall Gardens.

Invasive plant removal
will be done at Sendall
Gardens to prepare for

planting in the fall.
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The Demonstration Garden is looking
beautiful coming into August,
especially the veggie garden. The
zucchinis are huge, the blueberries
are plentiful and the tomatoes are
ripening perfectly! This wouldn't have
been possible without our wonderful
gardener, Alexandra, and of course
our many volunteers who have
contributed all summer. 

The seniors' gardening club is still
meeting every Monday at 10:30 at
the Demo Garden to help out and
learn new gardening tips each week. There are many opportunities to
come down and admire all of the hard work that has gone into the
garden this year!

Here are the free workshops available in August:
All Season Vegetable Gardening
Wednesday, August 9th from 6:30pm - 8pm
Did you know that on the west coast, you can be harvesting fresh
vegetables from your garden 365 days a year? Learn how to plan a
winter vegetable garden and what vegetables are most successful. We
will also be sharing some mouth watering recipes!
 
Intro to Pressure Canning
Tuesday, August 15th from 6:30pm - 8pm
Register for this popular workshop to learn how to safely preserve low-
acid food at home and take the fear out of pressure canning. Join Lisa
who will walk you through this fun way to preserve food!

Backyard Composting
Saturday, August 26th from 10:30am - 11:30am
If you missed our first backyard composting workshop, you're in luck!
Composting can take as little as a few weeks. In this workshop learn
what type of composting is a good fit for your needs and how to quickly
turn your yard trimmings and fruit and vegetable scraps into rich organic
fertilizer. Given the later date, we will also be learning how to
successfully keep compost systems in the winter! From beginners to
experienced composters, come down to the demonstration garden to
explore our many compost systems.

 
Blackberry Bake-off & Open House
Thursday, August 17th from 12:00pm - 3pm
It is that time of year again - this annual tradition is coming up fast and
we are excited! Enter a blackberry creation* in the bake-off for the
chance to win local fame as Langley's best blackberry chef! Enjoy a
locally sourced BBQ lunch for just $5, tour the garden or visit the kids'
craft corner, and dance to some live music. No registration required
unless you are entering a culinary creation.

*To obtain a list of acceptable ingredients, contest rules, and to enter
your creation in the blackberry bake-off OR to register for any of our
garden smart workshops please contact us at (604)-546-0344 or email
garden@leps.bc.ca

Thank-you to our program partner - The Township of Langley! 

Langley Eats Local!
Celebrate the bounty of the Fraser Valley! Join us at the Langley
Community Farmers Market on Wednesday August 2nd, from 12:00pm -



4:30pm to indulge in local fruits,
wines, cheeses, baking and more,
with kids' activities, prizes to be won,
and the best of Langley's farmers
and producers in one place.

The event and activities are all free,
plus try a sampling of five locally-
sourced appetizers created by
gourmet localvore, Chef Adrian

Beaty, for just $5 - tickets available in advance at the Market on
Wednesdays or the LEPS office Monday to Thursday.

Visit the LCFM website or Facebook page to find out more.

Thanks to Vancity, as well as Metro Vancouver Agriculture Awareness, for
making this event possible.

Ready, Set, Grow! Summer Farm Camp
If you are looking for a great adventure
to send your child to during the week
of August 21-25, there are just a
few spaces remaining!

Farm Camp will take place on two south
Aldergrove organic farms, offering a
week of wholesome, wi-fi free, outdoor
fun and learning. 
 
Children aged 4-12 will have fun doing
a variety of experiential eco-based
activities, interacting with farm animals, learning about beekeeping,
weeding and planting on the farm, nature exploration, arts and crafts,
and much more.
 
Register here to reserve your spot!

For more information, contact education@leps.bc.ca or 604.546.0339

Got Fruit?
The Langley Community Harvest Program is
gearing up again for another fruit-full
summer. If you have a fruit tree in your
yard and can't harvest it, or can't use all
the fruit, we will bring a team of volunteers
and everything we need to gently pick it
clean and we'll even leave you a third of
the harvest if you want it! No wasted fruit
dropping on your lawn, no wasps or pests,
and this healthy fresh fruit is going to
people in need through our local charities.
Volunteers get a share too, so it's win-win-

win!

To donate your tree (or volunteer) contact Ava at least a week before
the fruit is ripe: agriculture@leps.bc.ca or 604-546-0337

Thank you to United Way for supporting this program.

Private Well Seminar
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On July 17, the Water Wise Crew hosted
the Private Well Seminar at the Fire Hall 6
in Murrayville, presented by Dean Scoville.

If you missed out on the seminar but would
like more information, visit the Private Well
Network website to view the presentation,
or sign up to receive a 20% discount on
water testing!

This public awareness event is hosted by
the WaterWise program, a partnership
between the Township of Langley and LEPS.

Earth Overshoot Day
By August 2, 2017, we will have used more
from nature than our planet can renew in
the whole year.

We use more ecological resources and services than nature can
regenerate through overfishing, overharvesting forests, and emitting
more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than forests can sequester.

Thriving lives within the means of our planet are not out of reach. For
more information, visit Earth Overshoot Day website. 

Partner News
The Lower Fraser Valley Aboriginal Society Family Picnic
Thursday, August 10, 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Williams Park, 6595 238 Street
Dinner with family fun and activities to follow. Call 604-427-2664 or
email gary@lfvas.org for more information.

Meteor Shower Watch 
Saturday, August 12, 8:00pm - 11:00pm
Aldergrove Regional Park 
What is the Perseids Meteor Shower and is Pluto a planet? Find out from
astronomers and space enthusiasts who will have telescopes aimed at
the skies. Enjoy lantern-lit trails, games, crafts and other entertainment.
Camp overnight to extend your star-gazing experience.
Meet at Aldergrove Bowl entrance on Lefeuvre Road, Abbotsford
Presented with the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
Free, Drop in anytime
All ages

The Nicomekl Enhancement Society's Annual Appreciation "PIG
OUT" BBQ 
Sunday, August 13, gates open at 1:00pm, dinner is at 5:00pm
5263 232 Street, Langley
. This annual event is the NES' way of thanking the community for their
support and also their fundraising event of the year.  There will be a pig
roast, games, kid's scavenger hunt, BBQ salmon, and more!
RSVP: 604-539-2486 or nicomekl.h@gmail.com

Sincerely, 

Langley Environmental Partners Society
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